
April 20, 2011
By MEG SWERTLOW

Sorry to take the pep out of 
your step Easter Bunny, but 
Cleo is hopping! Surprisingly 
packed for 6 pm on a Thurs-
day night, the Mediterranean 
eatery was clearly the place 
to be. The charming Aussie 
manager Andrew noted that 
Cleo was pretty much always 
brimming with eager eaters -- 
and as the night wore on and 
tables were filled as soon as 
satisfied diners left -- I believed 
him.

Location: Cleo resides at the 
epicenter of Hollywood hip 
on Vine Street. Located in the 
super swanky boutique hotel 
The Redbury, Cleo is perfect 
for guests of the hotel, foodies 
or anyone with a mouth. Have 
dinner at Cleo, and if you can 

still move afterward, dance it out next door at the Avalon, catch some comedy at iO West, or go 
to one of the bevy of bars in the ‘hood.
 
Ambiance: With impressionist art and beautiful woodwork, you’ll feel like you’ve visited your 
wealthy aunt’s country home for a festive dinner party. The vintage decor the open kitchen and the 
hustle and bustle adds to the flair of this flavorful spot.  

Celeb Spotting: Although I didn’t spy any stars on my outings, Cleo is known to be quite the celeb 
hotspot. Kanye West, Common, Mila Kunis, Elisabeth Moss, Dave Navarro, Paris and 
Nicky Hilton (and a heck of a lot more!) have dined at the Hollywood haunt.

Must haves: Pretty much everything we tried on Executive Chef Danny Elmaleh’s family style menu 
was on point (even if I wasn’t having a love affair with the Ravioli there were enough delicious 
dishes on the menu for my mind to quickly get over the heartbreak). The Falafel: Green balls of 
goodness; Beef Cheek Tangine: Sounds terrifying, tastes divine; Brussel Sprouts: Not your mom’s 



brussel sprouts. Sliced and diced in a way that even Wes Craven would be jealous of -- and has a 
taste like no brussel sprouts you’ve ever experienced; Hummus with Tahini: A classic savory dish, 
this offering was tasty to the extreme; Flat Bread: Nothing flat about the taste. You’ll gobble it up 
in a flash; The Lamb Shank:  It’ll be sure to rock your socks off. Even if you didn’t think you were a 
lamb person, Cleo’s shank will convert you.

What the Celebs Eat:

Nicole Scherzinger: Brussel Sprouts, Flat breads, Htipiti, Chopped Salad, Sweet Breads, Kibbeh 
Nayyeh, Pork Belly, Octopus

Drew Barrymore: Ravioli, Oysters, Octopus, Zucchini Keftede, Brussel Sprouts, Lotus Flower 
Cocktail

Salma Hayek: Brussel Sprouts, Tuna Tartar, Kibbeh Nayyeh, Octopus

Joe Jonas & Ashley Greene: Sliders, selection of Dips, Kebabs, Mush Flat Bread, Lamb

Jamie Foxx: Favorite dish is Brussel Sprouts

Insider Tips: Make sure you ask your server for the Lamb Shank, since it isn’t on the menu (plus 
you’ll feel super in-the-know by ordering off the menu). If you don’t have a res, you can grab some 
food and drink (try the Grapes of Wrath) at the bar, if there is room and ask for Jessica (she’s a 
peach). But if you want a table, make sure you make a reservation. With all these tasty treats for 
your tongue, make sure you plan ahead to dine at this trendy eatery so your taste buds don’t get 
left out in the cold. You aren’t gonna see the who’s who in Hollywood or dine like a champ if you 
can’t get a table. So be smart and call ahead.


